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Journal of University College of Medicine and Dentistry (JUCMD) is a bi-annually
published, peer reviewed, open access journal. It invites original research in Medicine and
Dentistry, as well as contributions in the areas of medical education and public health, all
adhering to international standards. JUCMD provides a platform for researchers to
publish their work free of charge. The journal comprises sections for editorials, original
articles, reviews, case reports/series, and short communications. It aims to foster scientific
exchange, prompt new research inquiries, and disseminate research findings across
medical and dental health fields. Targeting undergraduates, graduates, post-graduates,
post-doctoral researchers, and healthcare professionals, it facilitates the translation of
research into practice.

Timeline of Publication

Volume 1 Issue 1 10-01-2022
Volume 1 Issue 2 01-07-2022
Volume 2 Issue 1 01-01-2023
Volume 2 Issue 2 01-07-2023
Volume 3 Issue 1 01-01-2024
Volume 3 Issue 2 01-07-2024

JUCMD employs double blind reviewing, in which the reviewer remains anonymous to
the author(s) throughout and following the review process, whilst the identity of the
author(s) is likewise unknown to the reviewers. Reviewers are requested to evaluate
whether the manuscript:

Is original as to thought and method (including data)

Is methodologically sound

Has results which are clearly presented and support the conclusions
Correctly and exhaustively references previous relevant work

Follows appropriate ethical guidelines, especially as concerns plagiarism
Clearly adds to the knowledge and development of the field.

Manuscripts submitted to JUCMD are reviewed for originality. All manuscripts are subject to
a similarity check using the Turnitin service, and articles exceeding the limit of more than 19%
similarity are returned for clarification and/or correction. The whole process from submission
to acceptance of the manuscript takes around 12-14 weeks or less.
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Publication Charges: All articles submitted to JUCMD are free of charge. There is no
processing, peer review or publication charges.

Privacy Policy: The names and email addresses entered in this journal site will be used
exclusively for the stated purposes of this journal and will not be made available for any other
purpose or to any other party.

Ethical Approval: Every original article submitted to JUCMD must have an ethical approval
by the ethical review board of the institution, written on an official letterhead, duly signed and
stamped.

Repository Policy: The Journal of University College of Medicine and Dentistry is an Open
Access journal where authors are entitled to make their article publicly available according to the
terms of the CC BY license. Authors who have published under a CC BY-4.0 license may share
and distribute their articles on non-commercial websites and repositories. There is no embargo
period during the whole process from submission to publication, or after publication.

Re-use guidelines for open access content

When uploading, disseminating or repurposing Open Access publications, the journal
should be clearly identified as the original source and proper citationinformation
provided. In addition to the Version of Record (final published version),authors should
deposit the URL/DOI of their published article in any repository.

Repository Policy for submitted, accepted and online version of manuscript

The original submitted version of an article is the author's version that has not been
peer reviewed and at this stage it can be shared online as a preprint without mentioning
JUCMD as the source of submission. When an article is peer reviewed and accepted for
publication in the print format, the author will be required to clearly identify the journalas
the original source and proper citation information provided.

Licensing policy: Publication will allow the author to retain the copyright and share the
article under the agreement described in the licensing rights with creative commons, with
appropriate attribution to JUCMD.

Creative Commons attribution license CC BY 4.0 is applied to articles published in JUCMD:
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/, or in certain cases it can be stated that all articles
and content there in are published under creative commons license unless stated otherwise. On
publication, the author may link to the Version of Record using the DOI or can post the article
PDF on website and repositories according to CC- BY license guidelines.

Copyright Policy: Authors retain copyright and grant the journal right of first publication with
the work simultaneously licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
that allows others to share the work with an acknowledgment of the work's authorship and initial
publication in this journal.

Authors are able to enter into separate, additional contractual arrangements for the non-
exclusive distribution of the journal's published version of the work (e.g., post it to an
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institutional repository, in a journal or publish it in a book), with an acknowledgment of its
initial publication in this journal.

Withdrawal Policy: If the authors want to withdraw the manuscript during its processing, an email
has to be sent notifying as to their intention, to the effect that the manuscript withdrawal form will
be emailed for the signatures of all the authors. This needs to be completed, scanned and sent back.
A final letter from the editorial office for withdrawal of the manuscript will then be dispatched.
Electronic signatures will not be accepted.

Please note that without a formal letter of withdrawal, a manuscript is not considered
withdrawn and use of such a manuscript elsewhere will be construed as an ethical
misconduct.

Appeal Policy:

Appealing the Editorial Decision

If the author believes the decision to reject the submission by the editor or the reviewer was not
in accordance with journal policy and procedures, the author may appeal the decision by
providing the editor with a detailed point-by-point response to reviewer and editor comments.

The editor will revisit the peer review process undertaken for the submission. If the decision
was made in line with editorial criteria, the decision to reject is final. If the author is dissatisfied
with the way the editor has handled their appeal, they may contact at
editor.jucmd@journals.uol.edu.pk

Appealing Corrective Action taken Post Publication

If concerns are raised on a published article, the Editor, in line with guidance published by the
Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), including “retraction guidelines” will determine
whether a published article needs to be retracted or not. As referenced in the authorship
agreement, the journal reserve the right to take corrective action as they deem necessary in the
interest of their responsibility for maintaining a transparent and accurate academic record.

General Concerns or Complaints

Any author wishing to raise a concern or make a complaint about any aspect of being published
in a journal, should email at editor.jucmd@journals.uol.edu.pk. Our managing editor will then
lead the investigation following COPE guidelines. The investigation will establish whether the
correct procedures have been followed and assess whether the author’sconcerns have been
addressed fairly and without prejudice. JUCMD will review the paper’s peer review history and
any correspondence between the author, editor, and reviewers. The author will be informed of
the outcome in writing.

Retraction Policy:

Retraction of an Unpublished Article
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If the authors want to withdraw the manuscript during its processing, an email has tobe
sent notifying as to their intention, to the effect that the manuscript withdrawal form
will be emailed for the signatures of all the authors. This needs to be completed,scanned
and sent back. A final letter from the editorial office for withdrawal of the manuscript
will then be dispatched. Electronic signatures will not be accepted.

Please note that without a formal letter of withdrawal, a manuscript is not considered
withdrawn and use of such a manuscript elsewhere will be construed as an ethical
misconduct.

Retraction of a Published Article
Retraction of a published article is considered on the following grounds:

1. If an article has gross errors in the results or the experimental miscalculations are
detected after publication.

Plagiarism detected after publication

Redundant or Duplicate publication

Unethical Research results

Major Conflict of Interest detected after publication

vk

There is no time bar for retraction.
Guidelines on Ethical Conduct and Publication of Health Research

JUCMD endeavors to maintain the highest ethical standards for the articles it
publishes. To do so, the journal follows established international standards and
guidelines on the conduct and publication of health research, including the World Medical
Association’s Declaration of Helsinki, the Council for International Organizations of
Medical Sciences (CIOMS), the Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), the
International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE), and the World
Association of Medical Editors (WAME). JUCMD considers these guidelines as
necessary to make its position known and to provide authors with clear and easily
accessible information on the important ethical issues to ensure that their papers are
ethically compliant.

Ahead of Print Policy: The editorial team of JUCMD recognize the importance of timely
dissemination of valuable research findings. In line with our commitment to excellence and
innovation in scholarly publishing, we are introducing an "Ahead of Print" publication policy.
This policy aims to expedite the availability of accepted articles online before their formal
inclusion in a specific journal issue. Accepted articles will be published online as soon as they
undergo final editing and formatting processes. These articles will be accessible on the JUCMD
website under a designated "Ahead of Print" section.

The "Ahead of Print" publication allows authors to share their research findings with the



academic community promptly. It ensures that groundbreaking research is accessible to readers
without delay, facilitating early dissemination of knowledgeand fostering academic discourse.

Each article published ahead of print will be assigned a Digital Object Identifier (DOI) for
citation and indexing purposes. This ensures that the articleis identifiable and citable, providing
authors with recognition and facilitating accurate referencing by readers. Ahead of Print articles
will be formally included in the upcoming journal issue according to the scheduled publication
timeline. Despite their early online availability, Ahead of Print articles undergo rigorous peer
review, editorial scrutiny, and quality assurance processes.

Ethical approval: JUCMD expects authors to adhere to the Ethical Principles for Medical
Research Involving Human Subjects outlined in the World Medical Association’s Declaration of
Helsinki and CIOMS. For research involving humans, every research article submitted must
include a declaration that before carrying out its field work, the study had obtained ethical
clearance from a recognized body in the country, for example, the institutional review boards or
research ethics committees. Research involving animals are expected to follow the relevant
standards of ethical research. If ethical clearance was not considered to be required, a statement
indicating the reasons it was not required must be provided. In any case, authors are expected to
follow all requirements of ethical conduct of research, reporting of the findings, and preparation
of manuscripts.

Participant confidentiality and respect: Manuscripts should be prepared in such a way that they
preserve participants’ confidentiality. Authors are expected to obtain an individual’s explicit
consent for the use of any personal or medical information that may make the participant
identifiable and must ensure the dignity and respect of the participants and their communities in
their manuscript.

Competing interests: JUCMD requires authors to provide details of any competing interests. A
competing interest may occur when an author’s personal, family, or institutional interests (e.g.
sources of funds, earnings, relationships, etc.) may affect the research, its findings, or publication
of the manuscript. JUCMD will not reject a paper solely on the basis of a declared competing
interest but will take this into consideration, when assessing a paper and, if considered relevant,
including such information in the published paper.

Funding: JUCMD requires authors to state all sources of funding for their study.

Clinical trials registration: JUCMD requires registration of clinical trials in
national trials registry before undertaking the trial, as a condition of

consideration for publication.
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